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This city, which is celebrated in Burmese history, as the birth-
place of their kingp Alompra, is described in Mr. Richard-
son's journal as being a walled one of two miles square; the
walls, principally composed of brick, and partly of a kind of
slate, are still in tolerably good repair ; it is said to contain
1,000 houses, which he thinks rather under the true estimate.
On the north and west, between the inner brick walls and the
outer wall, or earthen mound, round which is the ditch, there
are extensive paddy fields, which are cultivated by the de-
scendants of Alompra. On the south, there is no earthen
mound, and the ditch runs along the foot of the brick walls.
The whole tract of country passed over by Dr. Richardson,
from Tsagaing to Bengthee, is represented by him as highly
populous, fertile, and well cultivated ; his accounts confirming
the statements invariably made to me by the Muneepooree
and Shan merchants, who had been in the habit of traversing
the whole Doab of the Ningtliee and Irawattee as merchants
for many years, and who uniformly spoke of it as one of the
finest portions of the Burmese territory. Deebayeng, from
which the governor of the northern provinces derives his
title, is now nearly depopulated, and the walls are entirely
out of repair. From his district, the Deebayen Woon fur-
nishes a quota of 3,600 soldiers, and six officers; and when
Dr. Richardson visited the town, he found some Hindoos-
tanees instructing these levies in drill exercises : they had just
then returned from the more northern districts, where they
had been engaged in the same employment, for which pur-
pose they had been deputed from Ava at the end of the pre-
ceding rains.

54th. The Mezashwelee river, which has been beforenoticed
as flowing from the north-eastern extremity of the Dzeebyoo-
toung or Noajeeree hills, directly across the upper portion of
the valley of the Moo, and from thence through the Shw<*-
menwoongtoung into the Irawattee, is in some of the native
maps represented, as falling into this latter river by two
mouths, to the most northern of which the name of Meza is
given, and that of Shw^lee to the other; but I am inclined to
think this incorrect, and that there is but one channel, to which